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BR HEN Alrabam was grown old, 
[22 and. defir'g. to ſee his Son Iſaac 
A mapried before. his Departufe out 
Jof che World, and fear'd eſt he 
) ſhquld take a Wife of the Daugh- 
ten af the Canaanites, he cajl'd 
„ 37 2. his Steward Elitzer, and ſent him 
to the City of Nabor, in Meſopotamia, to ſeek there a 
come into that Country, and had found Rebekah 
by a Well, without the Gates of 9 City, and 
hop'd God had ſent her as an Anſwer” to wy 
Prayers, he enquired her Name, and alk'd 11 
there was Room in her Father's Houſe, that he might 
lodge thers ? And Rebelab made Haſte" to let her 
Mother and Brother Laban know that there was a 
Stranger, with ſome young Men and Camels, waiting 
at the Well, and who deſir'd to lodge with them. 
I ſuppoſe ſhe related to them what had paſs'd, 
how ſhe had ſeen him at firſt, when ſhe went out 
for Water, praying by the Well, and calling upon 
the God of Abraham, and how kindly he had be- 
hav'd to ber, and given her a Preſent of a coſtly 
Frontlet or Jewel, after ſhe had water'd his Beafts, 
and how ſhe obſery d him bow ing down and Wor- 
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ſhipping the Lord God of his Maſter; when ſhe 


had told him whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and given 


him Hopes that he ale lodge in their Houſe ; 
from M which Laban could eafily think he was 
not of the Heathen, but of thoſe who knew the 


Lord, anditherefore glad to find one of that Num- 


ber (for ſuch have always been few and rare in 
the World) he ran out to meet the good Man, 


and began to ſalute and accoſt him in the Words | 


of my Text, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord! 


_- Wherefore Fo thou without ® for I have * ako — 


par'd the Houſe and Room for the Camels, © 
Throughout the whole Account: of this ta- 
ordinary eantaclon, d Manner of bringi ing 
about the Matriage f Iſaue and "Rebekah, 1 


are ſome Things * to be be 40% to our Comfort 
and Inſtruction, Who live” in this Time of the 


New Teſtament Oe po Ju Days of the Son 
I believe we ſhould hob be content to read the 
Scriptures of Patriarchal*Times merely as a true 
Hiſtory. The Holy Ghoſt, doubtleſs, intended 
that all ſhould preach Jeſus Chriſt to us, tho? at 
that Time but darkly, till the Veil was taken a- 


- way: But, according to St. Paul, all were Sba- 


dews of him that was to come, namely, Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour, the Huſband and Spouſe of our Souls. 
I will make Obſervations | on ſome Faſſ 


Which ia this Hiſtory are handed down to us, — 


thew what a Reſemblance it has to the Spixitual 
Marriage of the Lamb and his Church, with all 
the many Circumſtances that attended it. 

don't doubt but Abraham could have found 
Women enough in the Land of Canaan, where he 
dwelt, and wherein he was now rich, and a Sort 
a Prince among che Fog wah as: fair 1 2 


= 


fir more re wealthy than in that Land to which he 
ſent his Servant to get bis Son a Wife; but he 
low'd that Country: And tho” it was far off, and, 


to fetch a Bride for Iſaac, and made his dervant 
gr and even ſwear to him, not to let hig 

marry; ene of the Daugtiem of the 
wherein he liv'd. 


The Servant was willing to do all his Maler 
would have him promiſe, but had one Scruple, 


and that was, in Caſe none of the Country of 
Me eſopotamia ſhould be willing 
or be perſuaded to accept of the Offer 
| which: he ſhould.) make, and, on this Account, 
could not vow' abſolutely: to obey him: Therefore, 
old Abrabam 
in this Caſe, he ſhould be free from his Oath. 
The Steward immediately promiſes to do all 
that lay in his Power; and as all the Goods of 


his Maſter were in his Hands, he took ſeveral 

| 2 Men with him, and ten Camels, and went 
t in Queſt of the Native Country of his Maſter. *% 

Tbe Scripture obſerves, that when he came to 


the City or Town of Nahor, he did not raſhly 


enter into it, (ſo much he had learn'd of Abraham, 


who once in Faith went out, not knowing whi- 
ther he went, till God brought him into that good 
Land) but depending upon N Lord God of his 
Maſter, he ſtopp'd by a Well, without the Town, 
and reſted his Camels, and pray'd to be directed 
in chaoſing the right Perfon,. the Woman that the 
Lord would have for Iſaacs Wife; nay, he went 
ſo far as to pray, that when the Maids of the 
Place ſhould come out for Water, and he ſhould 
aſk one for Leave to drink at her Pitcher, the 
Lord ſhould. make that a Sign to Him, that x, 
ary” he 


the Inhabitants poor, yet he choſt thence. 


to leave their own 


Le | 
isfied him, and aſſur 'd him, n 


Wm ot 
DS ON 1 
ſhe was the right Perſon, ſhe ſhould give him wil- 
lingly,. and offer his Camels Water alſo. He had 
not ended his Prayer, before Rebehah' came in Sight 
with her Pitcher upon her Shoulder; and wden 
me had fill'd it at the Well, he aſk' d her for 
Leave to drink, and ſhe D e 
id, Drink, and I will draw Mater for thy Ca- 
L e 
The Simplicity and Piety of the Steward, as 
well as the Condeſcenſion of the Moſt High, is 
Here to be admif d. What do' reaſoning and un- 
| believing Men loſe for Want of that Child-like 
and honeft Heart, which once ſhone ſo clearly in 
ancient Days ? We read theſe Accounts with Plea» 
fure, and obſerve how {imply the Creature: prays, 
and how graciouſly the Cyathhr-anſwers. || Oithat 
we would always tread the Steps of the former, 
and we ſhould find the latter is the ſame. The 
Lord that changes not is his Name, If in our mi- 
nuteſt and leſs material Matters, we implar'd his 
Help, we ſhould find him our God and Guide to 
Death, and he wou'd direct and anſwer us in all 
Things to our eternal Comfort. 
While Rebekah was watering the Camels, and 
fulfilling the Sign the Steward had aſk'd of God: 
it is faid, The Man, wondering at ber, held his 
Peace, dl 4 the Lord bad proſperad bis Journey 
ar not. One thould have thought he n not to 
have doubted, but made his Offers, and told his 
Errand directly: Vet, tho' he was not tod cager, 
but waited upon the Lord to ſee what he would do, 
he took a golden Ear- ring, or rather a Jewel for 
the Forehead, of great Value, and two Bracelets, | 
and gave them to her; and aſk'd, Ibo fbe was f N 
and if he and his Men could lodge at her Father's 
Hofe? All this, as I obſerv'd before, ſhe related 
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to her Parents and to her Brother, who therefore 
met and invi x Sogn) e to his Houſe in that 
mer, Coms in, then 82 of the Lord ! & - \.. 
And when they had unloaded the Camels and fod. 
any gr waſh'd the Steward's Feet, and 
his young Men, they invited them to 
= but (ſee an anne of the Steward's {ou 


3 


Sar 2 from- firſt to wy related all Wy 
he had ſworn to his Maſter, and hom be was come 
bo. get a Wife for Iſaac; how he hal pray 
Well: for Direction in his Choice of a fit 5 
r with Rabe abe as Ae LE 
with me, * fay of you will let your Daughter 
eo with me 3 and not, then I will fearch farther 
is the Right Hand or to the Left ? and both Bethuel, 
her Father, and Laban, ber Brother, anſwer d, 
Ii, F the Lord: Rebekab 45 before thee; take ber 
eh Maſter's Son's Wife, as the Lord hath ſpoten. 
"When the Steward heard this, he was fo thankful 
that he had ſucceeded, that he bow'd down to the 
Earth and worthip'd: the Lord. And now he 
open'd his Treafures, and gave her Jewels of Sil- 
ver and Jewels of Gold, a fine. Raiment : He 
| fave alſo to her Mother and Brother precious 
ings, and they ate and drank, and tarried al 
Night. In the Morning, when the Parents of 
Nelelab would have detain'd the Steward, h 
was for haſtening back to Canaan, and he pred 
Hard to have Leave to depart; they aſk'd cheir 
Daughter, Milt thou go with this Man? As if 
had . Thou ſegſl upon what Conditions theu 
bay: ford haſt a len Journey be 45 Thou 
ow" hw 2 own > Rotations one © Vative Count . 
en 


v i = 


WL 
Don art to go with this Stranger into & foreign 
Land? What wilt thou do? Mt thou go. and 
£& the anſwer d, I will ge And now the Servant's 
Heart muſt needs lea p for Joy, and be fully convinced 
bow God had vrofocr'd his Journey. And | they 
fentaway Rebekah with her Nurſe Deborah, and fortie 
Damſels her Companions; and:they bleſſed Rebekah 
in a tender Manner, and ſhe "took Leave, and 
came with the Steward and the Servants into the 
South Country. And Iſaac was out in the F ields, 
about Evenigg praying. I ſuppoſe he was intreat 
Ing the Lord td proſper his Father's Servant, and 
to preſerve his Bride on the Journey, and let no 
Evil befal them. And while he was- ſpeaking, he 
+ faw the Camels'coming, .and\Rebetah:; ſa him at 
a Diſtance, and aſk'd the Steward, I ho js it that 
5 to meet us? and the Sand told her, /t is 
be ent And ſhe: was aſhamed, and a 
and put a Veil upon herſelf and bowed down 
{ves him. And the Steward :told.'\//aac* all; that 
had paſs d ; and Iſaac took Rebekah and brought 
her i into his ee Houſe, and eee 11 


Wife. 1 
f. the Sacred Hiſtory, 


This. is the Subſtance 5 
which 1 have repeated, the better to bring to your 
Minds the Circumſtances of this Marriage. And 
now 1 will ſpeak of the Real and Eternal Myſtery 
of the Marriage of the Lamb, from this of * 
and Rebe tab; which however bleſſed and extraor- 
d © th is yet, like all other pure n but a 
* of the True. 
__ "None muſt be offended, that 1 ſpeak in ſuch 
Terms of the Kingdom of God and our eternal 
Salvation, or becauſe I compare it to a Wedding, 
Ec. for our Saviour has himſelf made the Com- 
patiſon thus in many Places of the Ney - Teſta- 
5 ; ment. 


"IS me 7: 
ment: He-ſays, The Kingdom: of God. 5s lila Vits 
giht, tube took their Lamps and went out to meet the 
Bridogrooni, Matt. xxv. Again, The Kingdom of 
God is like a Hurt inge which 'a King. made for his 
Len; and he ſent aut hit Servants at Supper-time. to 
ite thaſe that were bidden, 10 the Supper, &c. 
Matt. XXii. Sc., „ Ws nt 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus, the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Son is the 
euly begotten of God, who is Himſelf God the 
Creator, and Heir of all Things, the Maker and 
Tod of All. This Son, begotten | before all 
Wolde, will celebrate an everlaſting Marriage 
with bis Creatures, and ſends out his Miniſters, his 
2 of the Myſteries of his Kingdom, and 
to invite and bring in Souls to the Wed+ 
ding: And, properly, this is the ſole Buſineſs of 
every true Preacher of the Goſpel. The Office 
Abraham's Servant had, is theirs alſo, only he was 
get a Wiſe for an Earthly Prince, but we for an 
evenly, even the Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth. | Bleſſed ans all they that are called. to: the 
A Abraham might have took a Wife for his 
Son of the Daughters of the Land where be liv'd, 
haps-more fair and rich than any in AMde/opatamia, + 
t would not, and choſe! rather, out of Love to 
that! far Country, to fetch bis Daughter the Wiſe 
of his Son; S God, who, from all Eternity, had 
deſigu d the Lamb's Marriage, might have choſen 
for him a Wife among the Iababitants of Heaven. 
kept their firſt Eſtate, and were fairer and better 


o 


» The Matter is true and certain: The King, is - - 


tan any of | the Children of Men: Of theſe he 


might have thiught good: to elect the Bride of 
N "2 WEE. 


11 
8 a, o created him * after his own Haut, 
in per olineſs and Innocency, who could 
have been his Spouſe for ever: But here firſt ap- 
656 red the tender 'Mercy of God Almighty ; He 
'd this World, and will have his Minifters'from 
hence call a People who ſhall' be 'his Son's Wife. 
He will ſend into this far Country (and farther 
from him, in this our fallen Eſtate, we can't be 
unleſs we were quite in Hell) and invite Souls to 
bis Supper: Come in, he ſays, all Things art ready, 
come to the Marriage. his, then, is the Office 
of a Miniſter to bring this glad News to à loſt 
World; and ſhould they not be able to perſuade 
Men, ſhould they fail or ſhould the Souls, to 
whom the gracious Offers of divine Love are 
made, refuſe, they (the Minifters) ſhall be clear, 
like the Steward of Abraham; but it would be 
better if the Refuſers had not been born. If the 
Miniſters,” the Watchmen, warn the People, and 
they will not hear, then ſhall the Watchmen be free, 
and their Blood ſhall be upon their own Heads ; —5 
God had told the Prophet Ezekiel long I 
Why do I ſpeak thus! I hope better Things of 
_ my Brethren, and Things that accompany 
Salvation. I hope you rejoice at the good News 
of the Redemption, and are ready to follow the 
Lamb. O that not one of you may be wanting, 
When the Trumpet ſhall proclaim the Marriage of 
the Lamb is come] May you and 1; in that Day, 
be like Virgins betroth'd to him; Virgins, as = 
elf expre it, with our Lamps burning, and 
having on the Wedding-Garment, that when he 
-ſhall open, we may enter into the Went 
Chamber, and go no more out. 
A Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, a Miniſter of the 
Gabel thould . ſomewhat of the Servant of 
Alrabam. 


[ IT 1 


his Maſter's Word, to go out, nor appears un- 
willing to undertake the Journey, or undergo any 
Trouble or Pains, ſo he might but pleaſe: his Lord; 
and, even, when be came to the Place, from 


whenes he ſhould take a Wife for his Maſter's Son, 


he, firſt looks ug to the God of his Maſter, on 
whoſe Blefling he alone depended; and, yet far- 

ther, when all Things feem'd to ſucceed, and he 
was come into the Houſe, and welcom'd in fo 


civil and . Manner, and a Feaſt was pre- 


ar'd,, his was too faithful: to forget his great 
Buſweſs 3 he could not, he would not eat till he 


had told his Errand, and made it ſure that Rebe lab 


Id go with him. O that thus every Miniſter 


would behave!” Their Work is of much greater 
Weight and Conſequence than this of the Steward, 


and their Office more divine and ſacred. What 


knows what it bas coſt his Lord and Maſter to 
9 1 mn "nn much, of leaving all that 
be haz,/, undertaking Journeys, paſſing thro' many 
Troubles, Fatigues, Difficulties, evil and N 
Reports, and even ſpending his Days in Pain and 
Labour, and wearing out himſelf in the Buſineſs, 
he after, all, he can but be the happy Means of 
bringing ſome to the Marriage. Let them know 
then who their Maſter is, nor raſhly run forward 
without their Errand, or be wearied in his Work. 
Let them follow Abraham's Steward in this Re- 
ſpect, and make their Prayer to the Lord, to di- 
rect and proſper, and bleſs them in their Office, 
for elſe they may preach till his ſecond Coming, 


and not win one Soul 10 his Kingdem. Juſt fo 


it happen'd once o ſome of his Diſciples, who 
were.. Fiſhers, and whom he intended * 
2 Fiſhers 


—— wo te 
* i 
n ? 


Abraham. For, firſt, ſee how ready be was, at 


t or; Witneſs of our Saviour then, who 


. 
Fiſhers of Men, without him they had told 
and row'd the whole Night, and caught nothing; 
but when he came to — 3h und they had Jet down 
the Net at his Word, they inelos d ſuch a Num; 
ber of Fiſhes, that their Net brake, and all their 
Boats were fill'd with Fiſh. This Miracle of our 
Saviour's taught them aſterwards in their better 
Fiſhery, That without him they could do nothing. 
But as 7 — as a Servant of the Lord goes out itr 
hit Name, and with his Bleffing, he ſhall find his 
Maſter's Preſence with him to the End of the 
World: And when he invites the Souls to come to 
the Marriage, he ſhall make them à willing Peo- 
ple, and their Hearts ſhall anſwer, to the Miniſter's 
Joy, Iwill go. A Miniſter muſt learn ſomething 
more, namely, that Part of his Office "which in- 
titles him to the Name of a Watchman :' As Abra- 
| ham's Servant waited by the Well, and as a Fiſher- 
man waits for the Shoals of Fiſh, and is contented 
to be out in all Storms, Rains, Heats,' Colds, and 
inclement Weather, only that he may ſucceed and 
proſper, ſo ſhould a Miniſter of the Lord Chriſt 
watch for Souls, and remember to his laſt Hour 
he muſt not be u. Lord over them, nor Maſter nor 
Head, but he is a Servant, and, like his High- 
Prieſt, muſt be among them as one that ſerves, 
He ſhould be ready in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
and endure Hardſhips, | as a good Soldier, — 4 
for the bleſſed Time: of bringing many to the Ba 
viour, and filling his Houſe with Gueſts. fork 
faithful Men may be deſpis'd in their Day, and 
efteem'd mean and fooliſh, and Perſecutions may 
thwart and hinder them for a While, but let them 
follow the Captain of their Salvation; let them 
take up his Croſs and Reproadifand' go out of the 
on after him; and an Whatever e 
uffer 


12 31 

ſuſfer for his Sake, an Honour, fo they may but 
finiſh their Courſe with Joy, and hear the Lord 
ſay to them, in that Day, Mell done, This ſhall 
amply reward them for all. | 

But te return; as ſoon us the Steward bal re- 
ceived an Anſwer to his Prayer, and Rebekah had 
done watering the Camels, he gave her a Jewel for 
the Forehead, and Bracelets for her Hands, of fine 
Gold; juſt fo, when our Saviour takes "bold of 
the Heart, and a Sinner comes to him, he alſo be- 
flows the Antitype of this Jewel. He gives the 
Mart of thr Lamb in the Forebead, the Seal of his 
Holy Spirit, which no Man knows but him that 
receives it. He puts his Mark upon the Sheep 
that be had loft, and ſays, Thow art mine; their 
Hands lay hold on Eternal Life, and a Joy | 
up in the Heart, which ſhall have no End, e 
had Nebetuh received this Preſent, but the ran to 
ves her Brother and her Father's Houſe of 
Luck, and this was one Chief Reaſon 
ban's meeting the Steward afterwards with 
pretty Salutation. He faw the Bracelets on 


of 
that pr 

his Siſter's Arms, and the Jewel upon her Fore- 
| head, and receiv'd him into his Houſe joyfully, 
with Come in, Thou bleſſed of the Lord! It is 


common for a new-born Soul, when he has found 
Merey, and knows his Sins are forgiven, and that 
our Saviour has mark'd and ſeal'd him to the Day 
of Redemption, that he goes and tells his Frien 
and dear Relations what the Lord has done for 
him, and how God has had n on him. 
Come hither, can he ſay, like David, all you that 
fear God, and 1 will oh ou what he hath done 
for my Soul. Would to God all that hear me To- 
or knew! what this Frontlet meant, this Mark 
of the Lamb in their Forehead, and could go 


hence 
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hence to all their pious Acquaintance, and relate 


to them, I have found the Lord; I have got Re- 
demption in his Blood; I am His, ond He 1s; Mine ; 
He has written upon me his New Name. 


The Hoſpitality and Kindneſs, . the 


whole Family of Bethuel receiv'd the Steward, is 


not to be paſs d over in Silence: It ſhould teach 


us to be lad to receive into our Houſes the Chil- 
dren of 8 

confeſs Him; for thus ſome have entertain'd An- 
gels unawares; and thus this Act of Civility be- 


came afterwards a Bleſſing and Happineſs to the 


whole Family. But I muſt once more commend 
the Faithſulneſs of the Steward: He would not 
eat till he had, deliver'd his Meſſage: He did not 
want their Food and Raiment, their Silver or Gold, 
he wanted to have them become rich and happy, 
thro”. their Kindred to Abraham, He wanted to 
make their Daughter a Princeſs, and an Honour 
in the Land, and thus far he ſucceeded... And 
now, my dear Brethren and Siſters, I muſt let 


you know, alſo, my Errand to you Today. 'I 


am the Lord the God of Abraham's Servant; my 
Maſter is over All in Heaven and Earth; ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand worſhip before him, 
and all lay their Crowns down. at his Feet, He 
is Lord of All; but be bas a Son whom he has 
appointed Heir of all Things, and and by, whom 
a} Worlds were made, who is the Maker, Re- 
 e&emers, and Preſerver of Men, and who. is now 


about to celebrate his Everlaſting Marriage in the 


| Kingdom: of God. I come now to get a Wife 
for my Maſter a 79 — you... O think as if Laſk' d 
3 hy ene, i 
fler, the eterna | Son. of God, chooſes poor Sinners 
* * his Bride + He delights. ta dwell. wb. the 


hildren 


30d, and ſuch as bear his Name, or 


t hon go? Jeſus Chriſt, my Ma- 


ein, r c. . 3a: 


. 
, 


1 

Odildren of Men. He loves us with everlaſting 
Love; and therefore left all his holy Angels, his 

Miniſtring Spirits, the Thrones and Principalities, 

and comes down from Heaven to Earth to call 
you to his Marriage. This is no Similitude, no 

arable, no Likeneſs or Figure, but this is a real 

and ſolid Truth, you w_ be the Bride, the 


Lamb's Wife. You, poor People, who have long | 


liv'd without him in the World, and have been 
careleſs and at Eaſe in Sion: Ye unhappy Souls, 


who have liv'd a profane and wicked Life: Ye 
diſtreſs d and forſaken Wretches, who are weary 


and heavy laden, Come ye to the Martiage : All 
Things are ready, come, and he will in no wiſe 


the World and Pleaſure; ye who have ſpent whole 


Days and Nights in your Luſts, and have lov'd 


the Tabret and Muſic in your Feaſts : Ye Drunk- 
ards, Whoremongers, Adulterers, and Unclean, 
| There is yet Room / Ye may come to the Marriage. 

Ye who ſit and figh for Mercy, ye who are pain'd 


ſay d, whoſe Souls are 'awaken'd: arid concern'd 
about the Redemption, In the Name of Jeſus, 
the Son of God, 1 invite you to the Marriage. In 
the Name of Jeſus I offer you, Will you be his 
Bride? Will you go to him? Why then, lo! all 

Things are ready ! God the Father is realy to 
meet thee, to fall upon thy Neck and kiſs and 
pardon thee.: God the Son, thy Maker, is read 


Wedding -Garment, and his White Robe ſha 


dreſs thee. God the Holy Ghoſt, is ready to ſeal 

thee to the Day of Redemption, to bear Witneſs 

in thy Heart, thou art a Child of God. The 
bod nd 


RES 6. 


Blood ol Jeſus is ready to walh thee ;' the Wou 


eaſt you-out'! Ho ! ye Senſualiſts, ye Lovers of 


at the Heart and would give the World to be 


to be thy Huſband; his Righteouſneſs ſhall be t 4 


pr 
all | 
| has ſuch Cares and vexatious People round about 


He only would bave thee ſav'd for ever. He 


1 r 
of Jeſus are ready to heal the; the Grave of 
to bury and hide all thy Sins; the 


Jeſus ia ready 
Napkin he left behind is ready to wipe the Tears 


from thy Eyes; the Angels are ready to rejoice 
over thee; a Place is ready for thee in Heaven; 
all Things are ready; only. let thy Heart be ready, 


only be thou able to {ing like David, 'O:God, my 


Heart is ready; and then nothing is wanting ; 
Come in Thou bleſſed of the Lord] wherefore fand 


et Thou without ? Come in and be fav'd eter- 


Nothing ſeem'd ſo to offend and grieve the 
King in the Parable, as that ſome made their 


Excuſes 3 One had too much Bulmeſs on bis 
Hands, another had his Farm and Oxen to mind, 


and a third lov'd his Wife more than him, and 
ay'd to be excus d: Such are the trifling Excuſes 
Men make in our Days. One ſuppoſes, none 


him as be. Another thinks tis very well for People, 


devoted wholly to him; but, fox him, be thinks, 
Tam in Trade, I muſt mind my Buſineſs and be 
diligent ; I muſt conform to the World, and have 


no ſpare Time, I hope God won't require. it of 
me. Alas! poor Man, what does be require ? 


only would make thee happy in the Bride-Chamb er 
to Eternity. Take Care, leſt it be ſaid once to 


than me, and thou be indeed excuſed from coming 
to his Supper: But the moſt fogliſh and inexcuſable 


of all, are they, who. think, 1 am married, and 


therefare I cannot come. Theſe are of two Sorte, 


ſuch» as love Huſbapd and Wife, or Children, 


more than our Saviour, and ſuch as being * 
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1 * Cp] | 
with Concern for their Maintenance, hope to be 
excus'd thereby before God. The former ſhould. 
reſolve like St. Auſtin, and every true Believer, 
rather to 'leave Father and Mother, and Huſband 
and Wife, and Children, than not be Chriſt's 
Diſciple : The latter, while he takes Care for the 
Body and Bread that periſties, ſhould have a double 
Concern for the Bread that endureth to eternal 
Life. His chief Aim ſhould be to come himſelf 
to our Saviour, and bring his Children and Wife 
with him, that ſo, when he ſhould give an Account 
of Things done in the Body, before the Judgment- - 
Seat, he might ſay with Joy, as 'our Saviour did, 
in another Senſe, Here are the Children thou haſt 
given me, and I have loft none. How happy are 
thoſe Parents who can anſwer thus? ' 
But how ill our Saviour takes it, of all ſuch as 
go about to frame Excuſes in this weighty Matter; 
and how dangerous it is, may be ſeen in the Go- 
ſpel, where the King is faid to be angry with 
them, and faid, Not one of them ſhall taſte of my 
Supper. O then awake, ye Souls, who have 
thought on making an Excuſe, and bear the A- 
larm; riſe up and follow him; and be determin'd, 
at all Hazards, at the Loſs of all Things, to have 
the Lord for your Huſband, and come follow the 
. e Seas. BY) = i-FE | 
How many Excuſes might Rebe+ah have fram'd, 
if ſhe had been unwilling to go to Jſaac / She 
might have thought, Iſaac is a Prince in the 
Land, and I am unfit to be his Wife: I have been 
brought up in a plain Servant-like Manner; I 
have lived as a Hand-maid in my Father's Houſe, 
and have nothing wherein to appear before Iſaac, 
becoming his Bride: Therefore had Iſaac ſent her 
fine Raiment to make 7 fit ; and Jewels of Sil- 


ver 


| l 
ver and Jewels of Gold, to adorn her as a Biide 
for the Bridegroom. Juſt ſo you complain: Ah! 
I am unfit to be our Saviour's Bride; E have 
been a Servant to the World and the Devil; my 
beſt Righteouſneſs is Sin and filthy Rags; how 
then ſhould I venture to appear before him, wha 
am vile Duſt and Aſhes! How ſhall bow: myſelf 
before him whoſe Eyes can fee no Iniquity ! Why, 
therefore, has thy dear Redeemer, thy Heavenly 
HJaac, prepar'd his Blood to waſh: thee, and make 


thee clean and without Spot or Wrinkle before 


| him? His Righteouſneſs ſhall be a Robe to thee, 


and his Salvation thy fine Linnen, thy Wedding- 


Garment: This is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints; 
in this thou ſhalt be fair, altogether. fair, and no 


Spot in thee, In this Raiment, all glorious with- 
in, ſhalt thou be brought to the King: and be fliall = 


have Pleaſure in thy Beauty. His Merits ſhall be 
to thee better than fewels of Silver 
Gold; and thou ſhalt be perfect thro the Come - 
lineſs which he ſhall put upon thee, Don't be a- 
fraid, only believe, and draw near and comm. 
But Rebekah could have made another Objec- 


tion: She could have thought, The Way is long, 


I ſhall not be able to walk to Canaan; I ſhall nei- 


ther find my Way, nor have Strength to travel 


ſo far: Therefore had Iſaac ſent her a Guide to 
ſhew her the Way, and Camels. to carry her. 


Vou may alſo think, O, I don't know the Way 
to Heaven; and did I know bow to get thither, 


Jam afraid 1 ſhould never have Strength to hold 
out; I ſhould fit down weary on this Side Furdan, 
and never reach the New ifalem, the Land of 


Canaan : Therefore, Jeſus everlaſting Arms, his 
Shoulders, and Boo, and his: dear! Wounds, 
ſhall be thy Chariot. This is that: ſpaken- of in 


Sa- 
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goes er pad * Lobe, and lin A 
with Pur ple, fit for the Daughters of Jeruſalem. 
He travell'd, and was weary, that thou might'ſt 
hold dut to de End, and be ſaved. He was fa- 
tieg'd and Faint, that thou might'ſt run and not 
be weary, avid walk and not faint. He will carry 
the Lambs in his Boſom, and bear thee upon his 
Shoulders; till thou art at Home. His Holy Serip- 
tures, and his Spitit, ſhall 57 thee. He ſhall 
lead thee into all fran Lord * will be 


thy God and Cnide whis Death. 


Rebekah could yet have reaſon'd, Iam now 3 
7 with Jewels and fine Raiment, but, perhaps, 
N „ Robbers may aſſault me, and 
take ot wild Beaſts fall upon me in the 
Wildernch,” aug teur me to Pieces: Therefore 
had auc ſent her x Company of young Men to 
guard her, and keep off every Enemy. When 
you feflect, Jam afraid Satan will rob me of all 
agamn, or eome upon me, like a roaring Lion, and 
devour me, then know, Jeſus has commanded his 
Angels to encamp round about thee. As when 
7008 went düt, God's Hoſts went out with him, 
o it mall be Wick thee 3 the Angels Mall wait 
— thee; and keep off every y Danger, till they 
have landed thee above, with 80 everlaſting 
Joy. The Archangel, bee debe the Oovenant „ 
Orig Jeſus, goes before thee. Ie ſhall not leave 
thee br forfake thee in this Howling Wilderneſs : 
A —_— bear thee up; Be of you dort ß ouly 
„ And alf ſtiaff be well. 
em Rebetaß could fill have objected, I am 
now to paſs thro! a Colutitry ſtrange and barren, 
and may die with Want by the Way: Therefore 
had Tſace' ſent Camels laden with Provifea of the 
beſt Things of the Land of Une. And what 
2 thou 


*- Aa. 


- 


thou objecteſt, I am here in a dry Land where no 


Water is, in a deſart Country where is a Famine 
to the Soul, then know, Jeſus has provided for it. 


He who led {frael thro' the Wilderneſs, and rain- 
ed upon them Manna, and clave the hard Rock, 


and gave them Water, as out of the ſpringing 
Well, has in like Manner prepar'd for thee - a 
Table in the Wilderneſs: of this World. His 
Fleſh ſhall be thy daily, thy ſuperſubſtantial Bread, 
and his Blood ſhall be thy Drink indeed. This 
ſhall be to thee like the Widow's Cruſe of Oil 
and her Meal, it ſhall never fail. Thou ſhalt eat 


and live for ever, and drink of this Brook by the 
Way, and lift up thy Head. This is the true 
Bread which came down from Heaven, and gives 
Life to the World. He bas .prepar'd for thee the 
Fruit of the Tree of Life, and Wine that rejoice- 
eth the Heart of God and Man. 
But ſtill if Rebekah had been loth to leave any 
Thing, ſhe might have ſaid, How ſhall I part with 
my own pleaſant Country, or leave my Compa- 
nions, the Damſels, and my Nurſe, whom I have 
lov'd, How ſhall I bid farewel to my Mother and 
my Brother, and go away? Why therefore bad 


Tjaac ſent her Jewels and Proviſions, better and 
more deſireable than what her own County yield- 


ed; and 12 the Tokens of Favour and Grace, 


he made her aſſur'd, he would be better to her 
than Father and Mother, or Brethren and Sifters ; 
and, for her Companions, ſhe had no Need to 
leave them; he had ſent her many Camels, that 
ſhe might bring with her many others of her Com- 
panions, and thereby ſignified, There Was Room 


for all, So .can'ſt thou think about leaving the 


World, thy Friends, thy, Companions, and Plea- 


© Gd oi. ii rad; 


(a | 


thou art going to polleſs ; one Taſte, of the Pow - 


ers of the World to come, pne Glimpſe of the 
City of the Firſt-born, ſhall make thee for ever 


remember thou art here a Stranger, and thy Home 
and thy Houſe is in a better World; nor grieve 
too much if thy Father ſhould diſown thee, or ſhe 
that bare thee ſhould hate thee. Should thy Bre- 
thren or thy Siſters deſpiſe thee, take it not hard, 


don't be diſcouraged ; for, when thy Father or A.- 
ther forſake thee, the Lord ſhall tale thee up. He 


will be better than ten Fathers; thou ſhalt have in 


him a Hundred Fold in this World, and in the 


World to come, eternal Life. And thy Pleaſures 
they are only for a Seaſon, but the Pleaſures at 
God's Right Hand are for evermore. If thou haſt 


Companions or Friends, that thou loveſt, or ſuch 
as are dear to thee, thou haſt no Need to leave. 
them; but Jeſus himſelf tells thee, There is Room, 


bring them along with thee, and Jeſus will 


receive them all, with a Come in, ye Bleſſed of 
the Lerd. If they have been Companions in Sin, 
if ye have walk'd with them in the Paths of Death, 
O chen invite them to come with you to the King- 
dom of God. The ſame Wounds that made you 
open Door into the Marriage, ſhall receive them 
in too ; the ſame Mouth that calls you, calls them 
alſo. The ſame Arms ftretch'd out to embrace 
you, are open to embrace them. Tis a glorious, 
a ſufficient and infinite Salvation; there is Room 
enough for all the World, and all Things are rea- 
dy, therefore, I pray you come to the Marriage; 
Come in ye bleſſed of the Lord, ye dear Souls, who. 
hunger and thirſt after Redemption and Righteouſ- 
neſs; and whoever waits like a Beggar at the 
Door, poor in Spirit, and vile and unworthy in 
you ag 


an 


your own Eyes, Come in,  wherefore do 


without ? 
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Joved. 


[#1 
enter there 15 Raum for fi dum iti will be 


Let me reaſon” ; 10 you, ” Abraham's Brin 
did with Rebrkat's Relations ; Be id, THI me 37 


your Daughter Jhdll go; of if not, let mh go in 
Searth farther to the Right Hand of to the Left? 


fo T fay to you. Tell me, what Anſwer thall I 
carry back to the Lord my Mafter : a Jreturn 
weeping, and bring hith the heuvy Tidings; Lord, 
they will not come? They all began with one 
Accord to make Excuſe ; they made light of it. 
It was nothing to them that the King of Heaven 


and Earth offers them Marriage, that they are te- 
deemed by his own Blood ; and that he comes 


himfelf, and has fent bis Prophets, Thing early, 


and hi Apoſtles and Miniſters, now in the End of 


the World, to pray them to be recontif'd ! What 


ſay ye? Shall 1 go farther in Queſt of Souls, 

| becauſe” ye have no Mind to be ſaved, or have ſo 
many Objections? O no! methinks I hear 2 
ſay, 7 will go ! Aſk your Hearts, Are you willing 
to be the Spouſe and Sifter of Jeſus, the King's 


Daughter? Do your Hearts burn within you to 


follow him? Do you want to have him kiſs you 


with the Kiſſes of his Love, and to put the Ning 
upon your Finger, and let that Day come, When 
you ſhall no more call him my Lord only, but my 


Huſband? Hofea ii. 16. Then know, affuredly, 


ye ſhall 'ſooh bear the Singing and Muſte in . 


Heeg Houfe, and have the Happitteſs of being 
brought to the King. Here ye ſhall know and f 


bis Love, but there you ſhall fee him, and go out 
no. more for eyer. O Lord, let that Day rohe 


qdaickhy! 


_ When Rebelab drew fear to Abrahait's Houſe. 


aud the ſaw 1faac coming out to meet her, ne 


W aſk'd, 


[ 23 ] 

aſk'd, Iba it was ? and the Steward ſaid, 775 
my Aten; and immediately ſhe alighted from 

— Camel, and took à Veil and cover'd herſelf, 

and bow ed down to the Ground hefore him; and 

he took ber and brought her to his Mother's Hauſe, 


and Dangers: were aver, z, now the Joy of being 


With her Huſband had buallow d up all Feats and 


Proubles for ever; and all that her, Huſband, has 
ig her's ; alſo, ſhe is joint Heir with bim. 

by end. by, hall it be with you, ye bleſſed Souls, 
who now are refolv'd to be his in Body and Soul: 
Very ſoon your Journies, and Pains and Tears ſhall 


fails you, and you. are ready, to expire, like 
. — you ſhall lift up your Eyes and ſee Jeſus. 
coming ot to meet you: He that has pray d for 


ſthee, thou poor Sinner, and made Interceſſion 


with ſtrong Cries and Fears, and in a bloody and 
ſhameful Death ranſom'd thee, ſhall. come out to 
welcome thee in. O what wilt thou think when 
thou ſee*ſt him, and when it ſhall be told thee, That 
is thy Mafler ! That is the Face which was once 
marr'd more than any Man's ; that is the Lamb who 
took away thy Sin ; thoſe are the Arms that were 
once bound to the Croſs, which now are ſtretch'd 
out to embrace and careſs thee ; That is the King's 
Son, who hath betroth'd thee to himſelf, in his loving 
Kindneſs, and Mercy, and Righteouſneſs. . I ſay, 


what wilt thou think, or what wilt thou do? 1 


know thou wilt alight and cover thy Face, for 


Joy and Shame, and fall down before him, while 


he mall ſay to thee, Come in, thou bleſſed of the 


Lord Come and enter thy 3 er's Joy 3 ; I have 


prepar d Room for thee in Father's Houſe, and 


for the Vi i —_ that are 5 Fellows, O * 


and ſhe became bis Wife ; and now all her Journies 


come ta an eternal End; and when your N 
le- 
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| Fall weed oben we Hit fee the Lamb of God. 
Face to Face! How aſham'd ſhall we be at — 
Unworthinefs to be his Bride! How glad that he 
is fo loving and 'mercifu}! All the Comforts which 

we have inwardly poſſeſſed in believing on him, 
all the fecret Naptures and inconceivable Sweets in 
his Preſence, here in this World, ſhall be nothing 
in Compariſon of what we ſtial) then fee}; 'when 
we ſee him, when he ſhall ſpeak to us and'we to 
Him. We ſhall then confeſs, with the Queen of 
Sheba, when ſhe faw the Glory of Solomon, The 
ene half of it woas not told me in my own Country! O 
let none here make light of it; Come to this ar- 
Triage to which God himſelf invites you; and join 
with me to beſeech our Saviour, the Bridegroom 
and Head of all our Souls, that we ſoon together 
may ſit down at this Marriage Supper, and be for 
ever and ever with him. "Grant this, O Jeſus 
Chriſt thou Son of God, for bold precious . 
— eee ö . A 
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